
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lane Transitions 

      If you are a bowler who takes too long to make adjustments then you should spend some of your practice just working on reading the lanes and making adjustments.  In a three to six game practice session you will see the lane conditions go through several transitions.  The longer you practice the more changes you will notice.  When you practice alone you will break the lanes down differently than when in competition. When bowling with others the equipment they use and the area of the lane that they will play will effect how the lanes break down and how rapidly. Bowlers using dull and very aggressive coverstocks will break the lanes down more quickly.  When following lower average bowlers who use plastic equipment the lanes will play very differently than when following higher average bowlers using resin and particle covers.  Plastic bowling balls will push the oil down the lane like a broom, they do not pick up or absorb oil because their coverstocks are not porous enough to pick up any oil.  What results is less backend and the lane condition will react like a longer oil pattern.  

       When practicing on freshly oiled lanes take at least one semi - dull coverstock and one pearlized coverstock and line up to hit the pocket with each ball.  Write down or remember what board you stand on with each ball.  When practicing with the duller ball notice how many shots go by before you have to make a move to stay in the pocket.  When practicing with the pearlized ball repeat the same thing.   I suggest you make an immediate move left once your ball hits high in the pocket even if you leave a 4 pin or 4 -7 spare leave.  You must start to anticipate what the lanes are going to do next.  Start with a one board move left without changing your target and see if that will get you back into the pocket.   A duller coverstock will require you to move more frequently when playing in an area of the lane where there is more lane friction. Sometimes choosing to play deeper inside with a duller ball and where there is a heavier concentration of oil will allow you to move less frequently and allow you more margin for error.  If you choose the pearlized coverstock you will need to play in a higher friction area of the lane usually further to the right to get the ball to read the pattern soon enough.  Depending on your style of play this may be a better way of attacking the condition because you may be able to play in this area longer without having to move as frequently.  In other words there is usually more than one way to attack a condition using different equipment and different angles.












